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cases a year. Law enforcement off�cers, 
prosecutors, v�ct�m advocates, and lab  
personnel w�ll f�nd the program benef�-
c�al, part�cularly w�th the program’s strong 
emphas�s on a team approach.

The ult�mate goal �s to ensure that all  
v�ct�ms of sexual assault have access to 
health care profess�onals who perform 
forens�c exam�nat�ons that m�n�m�ze trauma; 
promote heal�ng; and �ncrease the l�kel�hood 
that the perpetrator w�ll be caught, pros-
ecuted, and conv�cted of the cr�me. V�ct�ms 
deserve to have just�ce served. Ensur�ng 
that �nnovat�ve, state-of-the-art tra�n�ng �s 
ava�lable to all forens�c exam�ners �s a cruc�al 
step �n that d�rect�on.
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For More Information
■	 Informat�on on the tra�n�ng tool and  

the SAFE Protocol can be found at  
www.safeta.org.
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Geograph�c prof�l�ng �s an emerg�ng  
�nvest�gat�ve techn�que that comb�nes 
cr�m�nolog�cal theory, technology, and 
patrol strategy to help law enforcement 
�dent�fy and locate ser�al offenders.  
Us�ng �nformat�on from a ser�es of  
related cr�mes, a geograph�c prof�ler  
analyzes the locat�on of each cr�me to 
�dent�fy where an offender most l�kely 
l�ves, works, or spends t�me.

Th�s techn�que �s now at the center  
of an �mportant debate that asks: Is  
geograph�c prof�l�ng effect�ve? What 
school of thought and approach should  
be emphas�zed and appl�ed?

Ed�ted by Ron W�lson, who manages the 
Nat�onal Inst�tute of Just�ce’s Mapp�ng 
and Analys�s for Publ�c Safety Program 

and Data Resources, and Chr�s Maxwell, 
d�rector of the Nat�onal Arch�ve of Cr�m�nal 
Just�ce Data at the Un�vers�ty of M�ch�gan, 
th�s spec�al �ssue of Police Practice and 
Research explores top�cs cr�t�cal to th�s 
debate, �nclud�ng:

■ The theoret�cal background, ava�lable 
technology, strengths and l�m�tat�ons, 
and d�ff�cult�es �n evaluat�ng the  
effect�veness of geograph�c prof�l�ng.

■ The two pr�mary schools of geograph�c 
prof�l�ng thought.

■ Determ�n�ng whether the offender  
�s a commuter or a marauder.

■ Geoforens�c analys�s.

■ An evaluat�on of s�x geograph�c prof�l�ng 
methods.

The �ssue also rev�ews books on 
geograph�c prof�l�ng. For more �nfor-
mat�on, see www.tandf.co.uk/journals/
t�tles/15614263.asp.
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